conserved by the tensile strength of a sheet of plastic or any interweaving
of strands of steel in this machine age, the old order was as sick with
weight as the Bounarotti dome. Weak . . . because there could be no
cointerrelation between the two elements of support and supported to
reinforce each other as a whole under stress or elemental disturbance.
So this tremendous new resource of tenuity—a quality of steel—this
quality of pull in a building (you may see it ushering in a new era in John
Roebling's Brooklyn Bridge) was definitely lacking in all ancient archi-
tecture because steel had not been born into building.
The tenuous strand or slab as a common means of strength had yet to
come. Here today this element of continuity may cut structural substance
nearly in two. It may cut the one half in two again by elimination of
needless features, such elimination being entirely due to the simplifica-
tion I have been calling 'plasticity'.
It is by utilizing mass production in the factory in this connection that
some idea of the remarkable new economics possible to modern architec-
ture may be seen approaching those realized in any well-built machine.
If standardization can be humanized and made flexible in design and the
economics brought to the home owner, the greatest service will be ren-
dered to our modern way of life. It may be really born—this democracy
I mean.
Involved as a matter of design in this mass production, however, are
the involute, all but involuntary reactions to which I have just referred:
the ipso facto building code and the fact that the building engineer as
now trained knows so little about them. However, the engineer is learn-
ing to calculate by model-making in some instances—notably Professor
Beggs at Princeton University.
The codes so far as I can see will have to die on the vine with the men
who made them.
MATERIALS FOR THEIR OWN SAKE
As the first integrity and the two first new resources appeared out of the
interior nature of the kind of building, called Architecture—so now,
naturally interior to the true nature of any good building comes the fourth
resource. This is found by recognizing the nature of the materials used in
construction.
Just as many fascinating different properties as there are different
materials that may be used to build a building will continually and natur-
ally qualify, modify and utterly change all architectural form whatsoever.
A stone building will no more be nor will it look like a steel building. A
pottery, or terra cotta building, will not be nor should it look like a stone
building. A wood building will look like none other, for it will glorify the
stick. A steel and glass building could not possibly look like anything but
itself. It will glorify steel and glass. And so on all the way down the long
list of available riches in materials: Stone, Wood, Concrete, Metals, Glass,
Textiles, Pulp and Plastics^ riches so great to our hand today that no
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